
Evening Prayer with Blessing of  our Homes

The Epiphany
January 6, 2023

6:30 p.m.
By Zoom

We begin in (partial) darkness. You’re invited to dim or turn off  your own lights at home,
and have a candle nearby.
Officiant Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Officiant Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of  your incarnate
Word:  Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.Amen.

We now light our candles and turn on our lights as may be convenient. We then say
together:

O Gracious Light
O gracious light,
pure brightness of  the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of  the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of  God, O Giver of  Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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The Lessons

The First Lesson Isaiah 60:1-6
A Reading from the Book of  the Prophet Isaiah.
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of  the LORD has risen
upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of  your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on
their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill
and rejoice, because the abundance of  the sea shall be brought to you, the
wealth of  the nations shall come to you. A multitude of  camels shall cover
you, the young camels of  Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise
of  the LORD.
The Word of  the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 17: The Song of  Simeon (Nunc Dimittis) Luke 2:29-32
Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;

For these eyes of  mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:

A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of  your people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Second Lesson Matthew 2:1-12
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew.

In the time of  King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of  Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has
been born king of  the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
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come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief  priests and
scribes of  the people, he inquired of  them where the Messiah was to be born.
They told him, “In Bethlehem of  Judea; for so it has been written by the
prophet: �And you, Bethlehem, in the land of  Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of  Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to
shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men
and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.”

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of  them, went
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of  gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.

The Word of  the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of  heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit
and born of  the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of  the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
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the communion of  saints,
the forgiveness of  sins,
the resurrection of  the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Blessing of  the Home
Leader Peace be to this house.
Participants And to all who enter here.

The Leader speaks the following while marking the doorway with the chalk as indicated:

Leader Wise ones came to honor the Savior and offer him gifts.

C Caspar
M Melchior
B and Balthasar followed the star of  God’s Son who became human
two thousand and twenty-three years ago.

++May Christ bless our home and all who join us here,
++ and remain with us throughout the new year.

Participants Amen.

20 + C + M + B + 23

All May this Epiphany blessing be a reminder of  Christ’spresence
among us and a symbol of  God’s love and care as we share the
blessings and burdens of  our daily lives. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful.
We entreat you, O Lord.
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of  peace and goodwill,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned
before the great judgment seat of  Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of  St.
James of  Jerusalem and all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life
to Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.

Collect for the Epiphany
O God, by the leading of  a star you manifested your only Son to the
Peoples of  the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your
presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Mission
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night,
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ;
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give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted,
shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.

Your prayers of  supplication and thanksgiving are invited.

The General Thanksgiving
Almighty God, Father of  all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of  this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of  the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of  grace, and for the hope of  glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of  your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.

A Prayer of  St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your
well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name
you will be in the midst of  them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and
petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  your
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Epiphany Blessing
May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of  a star to find the
Christ, the Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the
Lord. Amen.

May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the only-begotten at his
baptism in the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to
the waters of  new birth.Amen.

May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at
Cana, transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen.

And the blessing of  God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
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